A FRONTIER EDUCATION             51
All this, however, did not make for his unpopu-irity among Thomas Marshall's distant, scattered, nd humbly placed neighbors. On the contrary, it *ems to have increased the consideration and reject which his native qualities had won for him *om the pioneers. Certainly Thomas Marshall was tie foremost man in Fauquier County when it was stablished in 1759. He was almost immediately lected to represent the county in the Virginia Louse of Burgesses;1 and, six years later, he was ppointed Sheriff by Governor Fauquier, for whom tie county was named.2 The shrievalty was, at that ime, the most powerful local office in Virginia; and tie fees and perquisites of the place made it the most icrative.3
By 1765 Thomas Marshall felt himself sufficiently stablished to acquire the land where he had lived ince his removal from Germantown. In the autumn f that year he leased from Thomas Ludwell Lee nd Colonel Richard Henry Lee the three hundred nd thirty acres on Goose Creek "whereon the said ^homas Marshall now lives." The lease was "for nd during the natural lives of ... Thomas Mar-hall, Mary Marshall his wife, and John Marshall is son and . . . the longest liver of them." The onsideration was "five shillings current money in
1  See infra.
2  Bond of Thomas Marshall as Sheriff, Oct. 26, 1767; Records o! 'auquier County (Va.)> Deed Book, iii, 70.  Approval of bond by Jounty Court; Minute Book (from 1764 to 1768), 322.   Marshall's ond was "to his Majesty, George III," to secure payment to the Brit-ih revenue officers of all money collected by Marshall for the Crown. Records of Fauquier County (Va.), Deed Book, iii, 71.)
8 Bruce: Inst., i, 597, 600; also, ii, 408, 570-74.